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Dear Mr, Chairman: 

I: am writing t o  you on behalf of my b i l l ,  H.R. 9822, which provides f o r  
a I4?1ite House Conference on Aging t o  be preceded by preliminary conferences on 
aging within each of the States, 
on Safety and Compensation, has reported t h i s  b i n  t o  the whole Cornittee on 
Education and Laboro 
t h i s  b i l l  t o  the House so t h a t  it may receive favorable consideration at the 
e a r l i e s t  possible moment, 

Congressman Wier, on behalf of the Subcommittee 

I earnest ly  hope t h a t  you w i l l  support act ion t o  recommend 

I: think you w i l l  agree that the r i s ing  number of old people represents 
one of our most pressing problems and one we must face up t o  without fur ther  delay. 
Our older population now stands a t  above lj million. 
our c i t izens  reach age 65 and there i s  an annual ne t  increase of more than 3009000 
i n  th i s  p a r t  of our population, These people are l iv ing  today because Of om- vas t  
improvements i n  nntr i t ion,  public health, and medical careb 
them, however, longer l i f e  has few, if any, rewardso Hany of them, - your 
consti tuents ancl mine, are s t r iv ing  t o  l i v e  on incomes below the l eve l  of decency, 
often i n  the worst of our slum neighborhoods; are struggling against  the disa- 
bi-lities of long-term chronic disease; and are wasting away their years i n  
boredom, inact ivi ty ,  and isolation, 

Each year 1 l/4 million of 

For a l l  too maw of 

We i n  the Congress have exercised leadership i n  se t t ing  up the Social 
Security program; i n  providing funds for medical research, hospi ta l  COnstWction 
and rehabi l i ta t ion;  i n  encouraging opportunities f o r  employment, and off erbg 
Some assistance i n  building loss-cost housing, We can be proud of the record but 
W% must also recognize that  it has not been good enougho 
measures i s  evident from the fact that weal over 600 bil ls  have been introduced 
On behalf of older people during the present Congress. 
s i tua t ion  i s  brought home t o  us  w i t h  every m a i l  from our d i s t r i c t s ,  

The need f o r  additional 

The urgency of the 

I have given long and intensive study and thought t o  t h i s  whole si tuation, 
I believe tha t  we need t o  make progress i n  meeting the needs of older people 
much more rapidly than we have been doing, 
more responsibi l i ty  than it has been exercising but  I believe a l so  t h a t  we have 
a r igh t  t o  expect much more from tb States and from a l l  of the cotmmnit-ies 
throughout the land, A, few States  are taking vigorous action i n  se t t ing  UP 
programs for their  alder people, 
do sob 
ci tizensb 

I believe the Federal Government has 

Many more have s ignif ied their  intent ion t o  
Some seem scarcely t o  have ressgnized the ex5stewe nf their  older 



H,R, 9822 represents a down-to-earth approach t o  t h i s  whole matter of aging, 
The b i l l  would make available an mount not t o  exceed $30,000 t o  each Sta te  t o  
enable it t o  co l lec t  necessary infomation about i ts  older people, t o  discover the 
major gaps i n  its programs f o r  i t s  older ci t izens,  and t o  enable it to hold one 
o r  more statewide conferences f o r  the purpose of developing sound blueprints f o r  
act ion and f o r  get t ing action under way, 
looking t o  u s  f o r  leadership and t h a t  by prcviding t h i s  incentive t o  action we can 
stimulate them t o  move ahsad without delay, 

1 firmly believe t h a t  the States  a re  

The Fogarty b i l l  proposes also t h a t  representatives of the  S ta tes  sha l l  
'kse brought together i n  a nat ianal  N i i t e  House Conference on Aging t o  hamer out 
a national program based on the recornendations arrived a t  within the States, 
This conference should be held p r io r  t o  June 30, 1960, a f t e r  the Sta tes  h a w  made 
t h e i r  studies,  and not during the present year as the b i l l  now statesc 

and organizing the conference, would not exceed f 3,5OO,OOQ, This, I may point 
out, i s  less than 25 cents per older person i n  our population today, - surely 
a modest amount i n  view of the returns  w e  may expect t o  obtain on t h e i r  behalf. 

The t o t a l  cost  of t h i s  program, includin funds f o r  ass i s t ing  the S t a b s  

Whatever we are able t o  accomplish toward improving the conditions of 

A few 
l iv ing  f o r  the e lder ly  today w i l l  create  a better society f o r  tihe 35 t o  40 
mill ion middle-aged people i n  our population who w i l l  some day be olda 
weeks ago I reminded our colleagues i n  the House t h a t  t h i s  group includes many 
of us  and our children along with those we represent, 
sponsibil i ty,  I believe t o  help create conditions which w i l l  make the added 
years of l i f e  healthy, comfortable, useful, and sat isfying fo r  a l l  of these 
as w e l l  as f o r  the 1s million who are already old. If we do sop I am sure they 
w i l l  feel tha t  we are acting wisely ~n their behalf, 
and f o r  the t o t a l  welfare of the country that I s o l i c i t  your support of H A  9822, 
I hope very much t h a t  we can obtain quick action by both Houses o f  the  Congress 
during the present sessiono 

kfe have a c lear  re- 

It is  for these reasons 

Sincerely yours, 

Wonorable Graham A, Barden, M.C, 
Chairman, House Committee an 

Labor and JMucation 
House of Repsasetat ives  
Washingt.on, D, C, 


